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it & 7 Toward a New Image of Paramartha: Yogdacara and
Tathagatagarbha Buddhism Revisited ( Bloomsbury Publishing -
2023 ) - £2 Mark Siderits ~ John Spackman & % Buddhist
Philosophy of Consciousness: Tradition and Dialogue ( Brill -
2021 ) - & § “Dharmapala: A Janus-faced Interpreter of
Yogacara?” 4yz4x*t The Routledge Handbook of Indian Buddhist
Philosophy ( Routledge » 2023 ) ; % &% “Tathagatagarbha and
Yogacara Thought in China” 4z4%*t Chinese Philosophy and its
Thinkers ( Bloomsbury » 2024 ) - H s & 5 3 #h 2 & &>
Journal of Indian Philosophy ~ (4 ~ & &3 ) & & s 7] -
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Ching Keng holds a Ph.D. in Religious Studies from Harvard
University and is currently an associate professor in the Department
of Philosophy at National Taiwan University. He also serves as the

director of the Center for Buddhist Studies in the College of
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Humanities at the university and is the editor of the Taiwan Journal
of Buddhist Studies. His areas of expertise include Yogacara and
Tathagatagarbha thoughts in India and China, Abhidharma
philosophy, Buddhist philosophy of consciousness, Sanskrit, and
the comparison between Neo-Confucianism and Buddhism.

His publications include Toward a New Image of Paramartha:
Yogacara and Tathagatagarbha Buddhism Revisited (Bloomsbury
Publishing, 2023) and, co-edited with Mark Siderits and John
Spackman, Buddhist Philosophy of Consciousness: Tradition and
Dialogue (Brill, 2021). He has a chapter titled “Dharmapala: A
Janus-faced Interpreter of Yogacara?” in The Routledge Handbook
of Indian Buddhist Philosophy (Routledge, 2023) and another
chapter, “Tathagatagarbha and Yogacara Thought in China,” in
Chinese Philosophy and its Thinkers (Bloomsbury, 2024).
Additionally, he has published research papers in academic journals
such as Journal of Indian Philosophy and Taiwan Journal of
Buddhist Studies.

His current research topic involves proposing a new
interpretation of the “One Mind in Two Gates” (- «~ B = )
framework in the Awakening of Faith (= 3%k 42 &% % ). This
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interpretation aims to explain how this text was misread by Wonhyo
(-~ =%) (617-686) and Fazang (i %) (643-712), leading to the
famous scheme of “perfect teaching” ( ] % ), while also
demonstrating how this new interpretation depicts a coherent
picture among the Larnkavatara-sitra and the Dilun tradition (¥ #
7 ) (Huiyuan of the Jingying Temple (:% 83 £:i%) [523-592] in
particular) and lays out the features of Buddhist thought in sixth-

century northern China.
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This book deals with the story of how the teachings of the

Mahayana Buddhist scholar Paramartha ( Z #) (499-569), who

“&\*

D

translated texts from Sanskrit into Chinese during the Southern and

Northern Dynasties, were forgotten and misunderstood over time,
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and how the author was lucky enough to discover a Dunhuang
manuscript that reveals his original thoughts.

The book challenges the traditional image of Paramartha as a
figure who introduced the concept of Tathagatagarbha into his
translations of Yogacara texts. On one hand, this image views
Paramartha as the translator of the Awakening of Faith (Dasheng
qixin lun + 3k 4= 13 #), the pinnacle of East Asian Tathagatagarbha
thought; on the other hand, it posits that he incorporated the ideas
of the Awakening of Faith into his significant work on Mahayana
Yogacara, the Mahayanasamgraha (She Dasheng lun #~ ¥ #).
It was precisely this introduction of Tathagatagarbha thought that
attracted severe criticism from the disciples of Xuanzang (602-664),
who believed that Paramartha deviated from orthodox Yogacara.
This traditional image of Paramartha remains the mainstream view
in Buddhist studies today.

This book focuses on the concept of jiexing (f# %) (the precise
meaning is to be discussed in Chapter 6), which is considered
evidence supporting Paramartha’s incorporation of Tathagatagarbha
thought. Chapter 1 points out that almost all literature interprets

Jjiexing as the concept of benjue (+ ) (original awakening) in the
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Awakening of Faith. However, the Dunhuang manuscript included
in the Taisho Tripitaka (T2805) uniquely opposes this
interpretation. This raises the research questions: Who is the author
of this manuscript? What is its relation to Paramartha? Which
interpretation, the traditional or that of the Dunhuang manuscript, is
closer to Paramartha’s original teaching?

Chapter 2 reviews the debates since the early twentieth century
over whether the Awakening of Faith was translated by Paramartha,
and suggests that if Paramartha was not the translator, there are
grounds to question the traditional reading that equates jiexing with
original awakening.

Aided by CBETA, in Chapter 3 a high consistency in
vocabulary between the Dunhuang manuscript and Paramartha’s
translations is discovered. Chapter 4 shows that clues provided by
the Dunhuang manuscript can even help to understand the rather
obscure parts of Paramartha’s works. In Chapter 5, the author
reviews the history of the dissemination of Paramartha’s thoughts,
arguing that the most likely author of the Dunhuang manuscript was
Daoni (ig %) (active around 590 CE), a disciple of Paramartha.

Furthermore, it is necessary to distinguish between two lineages of
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Paramartha’s  disciples: the “Paramartha-T2805” lineage,
represented by the Dunhuang manuscript, and the “Paramartha-
Awakening of Faith” lineage, led by Tangian (2 &) (542-607). The
former represents Paramartha’s original thoughts, while the latter
offers a creative interpretation of his ideas through the Awakening
of Faith.

However, even with the assistance of the Dunhuang
manuscript, a complete picture of the concept of jiexing cannot be
pieced together. Therefore, the author undertook a bold attempt to
seek clues from Xuanzang’s works. The rationale is that the
traditional view holds that there are significant differences between
Paramartha and Xuanzang’s thoughts mainly because later
interpretations have relied on the Awakening of Faith. Now if we
exclude the factor of the Awakening of Faith, perhaps Paramartha’s
original thoughts and Xuanzang’s ideas are not far apart. In Chapter
6, by comparing the contexts in which Paramartha uses jiexing, the
author argues that the concept most closely aligned with jiexing is
the notion of “innate pure seeds” (# 3 #& /& &+ ) found in
Xuanzang”s works.

Chapter 7 raises the question: If Paramartha is unrelated to the
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Awakening of Faith and does not differ that much from Xuanzang,
does he still advocate for Tathagatagarbha thought? The author first
points out that the important patriarch of Yogacara, Vasubandhu
(circa 400-480), has already incorporated Tathagatagarbha thought,
defining “Tathagatagarbha” as “Thusness” ( Z 4r) , which all
sentient beings equally possess. Therefore, Paramartha”s thoughts
are a continuation of Vasubandhu”s Tathagatagarbha ideas.
According to both, Thusness is unconditioned and permanently
unchanging. In contrast, according to the Awakening of Faith,
Thusness can be disturbed by ignorance and becomes the
storehouse consciousness (alayavijiiana). Based on this, the author
distinguishs between a weaker sense of Tathagatagarbha
(Paramartha) and a stronger sense of Tathagatagarbha (the
Awakening of Faith), where the former originates from India and
the latter is a product of Sinicization. (Note: In recent years, the
author has developed a new perspective on how to interpret the
Awakening of Faith, which the author will gradually publish in the
future.)
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