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Harry Yi-Jui Wu is a historian of medicine, initially trained in
medicine in Taiwan before earning a DPhil in modern history from
the University of Oxford in 2012. His current research projects
mainly focus on the transnational histories of mental health, the
socio-political construction of non-infectious diseases, and the
history of health diplomacy. In addition to historical research, he is
also interested in critiquing and providing commentary on
humanities pedagogy in medical education. Before becoming an
Associate Professor at National Cheng Kung University, he taught
at Nanyang Technological University and the University of Hong
Kong between 2013 and 2021, where he led medical humanities
programs at two medical schools. In 2020, he was elected an Early
Career Fellow of the Hong Kong Academy of Humanities. In 2021,
he became Yushan Young Fellow offered by the Ministry of
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Education in Taiwan. Harry currently serves as a Co-Editor of the

Journal of Social History of Medicine.
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In 1948, the World Health Organization began to prepare its
social psychiatry project, which aimed to discover the epidemiology
and arrive at a classification of mental disorders. In Mad by the
Millions (MIT Press, 2021), the author examines the WHO’s
ambitious project, arguing that it was shaped by the postwar faith in
technology and expertise and the universalizing vision of a “world
psyche.” But in this transnational, interprofessional global Cold
War network, how did the geopolitics of the Cold War affect the
progress of this flagship project? How can psychiatrists, social
anthropologists, public health experts, and even ‘technology’ itself
negotiate global universal standards that embrace multicultural
values? What kind of organizational design is conducive to
cooperation among nations? What has been achieved and what has
been lost? How does this history lead to the current state of
psychiatry and Global Mental Health?

Divided into six chapters, this book begins by examining the
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concept of “world citizenship” that guided WHO’s immediate
postwar projects. Chapter 2 explores how the structure of postwar
international organizations benefited the formation of international
mental health, followed by Chapter 3, which looks at the ways in
which WHO searched for a viable method to embark on an
international collaborative project. In chapter 4, the author asks
what experts meant to both the organization and the sending
countries. Chapter 5 specifically examines the role of technology,
including videography, cable communications, and computer
science, in enabling WHO’s work of standardization and
classification. In Discontent, the chapter discusses the flaws of
methodology in this cross-national program, including sampling
bias, linguistic bias, and how culture fades in the development of
instrumental rationality. Finally, the book examines the afterlife of
the project’s product and how theories and practices of international
mental health evolved into the current Global Mental Health
Initiative.

Through his transnational archival travels, this author uses
meeting notes, scientists’ correspondence, and oral histories to show

that the WHO?’s idealized scientific internationalism laid the
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groundwork for today’s highly metricized global mental health
system. By examining the interactions between the WHO and
developing countries, this book offers an analysis of the
“transnationality” of mental health. He examines the exchange of
knowledge between the organization and African and Latin
American collaborators, and looks closely at the WHO’s selection
of a Taiwanese scientist, Tsung-yi Lin, as its medical officer and
director of the Social Psychiatry Project. He discusses the scientists’
quest for standardization—not only to synchronize sectors in the
organization, but also to create a common language of psychiatry—
and how technological advances supported this. Wu considers why
the optimism and idealism of the social psychiatry project gave way
to discontent, and reevaluates WHO’s early mode of knowledge
production through the concept of an “export processing zone”.
Finally, he considers the WHO project in light of current debates
about psychiatry and global mental health, as scientists shift their
concerns from the creation of universal metrics to the importance

of local matrices.



2024 ACADEMIA SINICA
SCHOLARLY MONOGRAPH AWARD
IN THE HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

RAEIE RS REWNLR BT 5 FIL R TR
%ﬁ@’#%%mo:J-Eﬁ%ﬁ'?ﬁ%ﬁgg?gﬂ\;lf%,&%%igfigh
GEER RS S i L R LR

g B JRHERE - FhrFags: vERL BT ]
AR PR S RFFR R FIREZE? A R D IR
ek P B EATHARE L SR o BRI 3
FRNMEESD o A B AL R AT A
FR o A 7D g BIUERT KA ML 5
TR R REE 4 B R T B R UHA F R e
HEE RS aRik A A E L A s as T R T A R
QR R BRI G A RAE R G 2 5 4 3
oo Flet o G0 ER R N s E NS S
Boav A pRASERRT RO E > A - B kRS
Ep~dE o ME: L E@ad ¥ R paAmioe
EAFT I B TERF PR AESER AL
BB PR PRI DIFA o A2 ES
Pt RRAC M PP N E 2 (S eI D ke 2§ -
A —%ﬁ@&ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ‘%ﬁ‘ﬁgéﬂiﬁ
B nifR o AR R B R RA % & Neil
Aggarwal f- Matt Browne ~ = g% 1 chhtBEdksi2 > § AR



2024 ACADEMIA SINICA
SCHOLARLY MONOGRAPH AWARD
IN THE HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

v %Pi‘l‘%i%:'tﬁﬂit)lﬁéo Fl G i P epk sk s @ (B A dept Tk
SRR D B o e R APA? LR A AT L
Be? B R BB} R A o T i A g
AR -

10



