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Cheng, Huei-Ying Tony is an assistant professor
at NCCU Department of Philosophy, Taiwan. He is also affiliated
with Research Center of Mind, Brain and Learning, Artificial
Intelligence Interdisciplinary Center,and directing Center for
Phenomenology, at the same school. He is a philosopher-in-residence
of NTUBrain and Consciousness Lab, and founded Taiwan
Intercollegiate Consciousness Society. Apart from degrees in
philosophy, He also holds an MSc degree of Psychology and
Neuroscience of Mental Health from Institute of Psychiatry,
Psychology, and Neuroscience at King’s College London.

Before working full-time, in 2019 he visited 1) Institut Jean
Nicod, Ecole Normale Supérieure, 2) Centre for the Future of
Intelligence, University of Cambridge, and 3) Institute of
Philosophy, School of Advanced Study, London. These are partially
funded by Royal Institute of Philosophy. He also often visited U.C.
Berkeley’s Department of Philosophy. He was also a steering
committee member of iCog (2016-2022), and became an associate
editor of The Brains Blog recently (2022-).

Dr. Cheng was a SSNaP fellow at Duke Institute for Brain
Sciences (2017-8), a philosopher-in-residence of UCL Action and
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Body Lab at Institute of Cognitive Neuroscience (2015-9), a
recognised student at Department of Philosophy, University of
Oxford (2018),and a PhD student at UCL Department of
Philosophy (2015-8).

He primarily works on the subjective, the objective, and the
relation between them. His entry points are the senses and
consciousness, as they mediate varieties of minds and the world.
Other considerations include imagination, memory, and dream. The
general framework is Oxford Kantianism, initiated by P. F. Strawson
and Gareth Evans, and was later taken up by John McDowell,
Quassim Cassam, Naomi Eilan, and Anil Gomes, amongst others.
What’s distinctive about his approach is that he incorporates
resources from phenomenology and cognitive sciences into this
Kantian framework. His recent focus on phenomenology has been
Franz Brentano. Another way to describe my research is that he
attempts to understand how transcendental, phenomenological, and

empirical psychology can mesh with one another.

HEFEHAH
John McDowell on Worldly Subjectivity: Oxford Kantianism
Meets Phenomenology and Cognitive Sciences — % /1 55 I 3+ 21| 3
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John McDowell’s philosophical ideas are both influential and
comprehensive, encompassing philosophy of mind, philosophy of
language, epistemology, ethics, metaphysics and the history of
philosophy. This book is a much-needed systematic overview of
McDowell’s thought that offers a clear and accessible route through

the main elements of his philosophy.

Arguing that the world and minded human subject are
constitutively interdependent, the book examines and critically
engages with McDowell's views on naturalism of second nature, the
inner space model, intentionality, personhood and practical wisdom.

The book presents novel discussions on the debates between
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McDowell and other key philosophers, including Hubert Dreyfus,
Robert Brandom, Hans-Georg Gadamer, Donald Davidson, Maurice
Merleau-Ponty and Immanuel Kant, amongst others.

Demonstrating a thorough understanding of McDowell’s work,
Tony Cheng makes connections to both the phenomenological tradition
and cognitive sciences to show the wider relevance of McDowell's
philosophy. In doing so, he sheds light on how influential
McDowell's thought is to the analytic tradition.

McDowell is one of the most famous and influential
philosophers in the world. This book is a concise but clear
and comprehensive account of his philosophical system.
It is very accurate, conveys the debates about his views,
and critically evaluates McDowell and his critics. There
is no better place to start studying McDowell. — Paul F.
Snowdon, Emeritus Grote Professor of Mind and Logic,
UCL, U.K.

This is not just an introduction to the work of one of the
leading philosophers of our era but also a contribution to
philosophy. Cheng is the ideal guide to his subject:
insightful, sympathetic, but not uncritical. Both fans and
critics of McDowell will learn from this book. —
Quassim Cassam, Professor Philosophy, University of
Warwick, U.K.
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