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Huang, Ke-Hsien is currently Associate Professor of Sociology
at National Taiwan University. He received his PhD degree from
Northwestern University, U.S.A., and was a post-doc researcher at
the Center for Religious and Ethnic Diversity of Max Planck Institute,
Germany. His fields of expertise include sociology of religion,
underclass study, qualitative methods, and microsociology. The
topics of his research involve religious development and state-church
relations in Chinese societies, urban marginalized groups, and
Christianity. He translates several important sociological
monographs in Chinese, such as Freedom Summer, Tally’s Corner,
Sidewalk and Envisioning Real Utopia.

After his returning to Taiwan, he extends the dissertation project
to further tackles how Pentecostal Christianity in China develop and
transform in the Post-Mao era, publishing in journals, including

Taiwanese Sociology, Taiwanese Journal of Sociology, Journal for
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the Scientific Study of Religion, and Social Compass. With Wei-ping
Lin, he recently co-edits Ambience Contaminated: Sensory
Experiences and the Frontier of Religion (2022). Precarious Living:
Homeless People and Helping Networks in Taiwan (2021) is his first
ethnographic monograph. While expecting to make scholarly
contributions, this book, written in more comprehensible language
and intriguing style, also appeals to general readers in Taiwan in the
hope of more social impact. It has been awarded with the Golden
Tripod Award of the Ministry of Culture, Taiwan and Best Book of
Openbook Award in 2022.
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Precarious Living 1s an ethnographic monograph of the
homeless people in Monga Park, Taipei City. It depicts their life
world and interpersonal interactions, aiming to understand the social
world of the marginalized works in a way intertwined with macro-
level forces to render their living precarious. Part 1 investigates how
these allegedly atomized persons are engaged in thriving activities in
economy, private sphere, and social life, revealing their mobilization
of various, abundant ties for mutual exchange for material, money,
services and emotional support; they are constructing personal
identities in pursuit for realizing their needs of dignity, care and love.
Meanwhile, to avoid too rosy imagination of the underclass, the book
reveals in what ways economic deprivation, rough sleeping in public
areas, social stigma, and the lack of institutional support make the
mutual times among the homeless even more vulnerable. Part 2
discusses how the helping networks for the homeless (including
religious groups, state social welfare regime, and charitable
individuals) do harm to the dignities and self-identities of homeless
persons, in the process of the former’s delivering materials to the
latter. As a result, homeless persons tend to regard social ties
negatively and not to mobilize them, even though these ties are their
few resources. The empirical analyses in the monography make

contributions to a variety of research areas in Taiwan and beyond,
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including urban studies, social welfare policy, inequality and
underclass, religious studies and helping behaviors.

Theoretically, the monograph focuses on social ties at the meso
level; the analysis emphasizes such “how” questions as how ties are
perceived, or (not) mobilized, instead of asking “how many” such as
how many ties someone has and how many resources these ties bring.
Thus, I explain why the ties among homeless people are so easily
broken and fragile, the fact that worsens what inequality they are
facing. Accordingly, this monograph is engaged with the recent
academic focus on precarity in humanity and social sciences: the
sociological discussion on precarious ties fill up the vacuum at meso
level left by the political-economy focus on precarious employment
in neoliberalism at the macro level and anthropological, phenological
perspective  on  ontological precarity at micro level.
Methodologically, the study adopts two-way, relational ethnography
observing both the helper and the receiver, fixing the possible biased
collection of data; the method also avoids the possible danger of
exoticizing the underclass by contextualizing it in the relation with
dominant groups in the mainstream society. Last, echoing the call for
public sociology the book provides readers with reflection on state’s
social-welfare and housing policies in the end of the monograph. In

addition, through less abstruse writing, Precarious Living is intended
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to publicize the academic knowledge. By doing so, the author invites
readers to participate in the cultural movement against the stigma
attached to homeless people. Hopefully, those who concern about
issues of inequality in the Taiwan society would better understand the
living reality of underclass usually covered by biased mainstream
reports, and thus think together, via the medium of the book, of better

ways to face the problem of poverty.
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