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Professor Chan Kwok Kou Leonard, is an internationally
renowned scholar and is currently holding positions as the Yushan
Scholar Chair Professor at National Tsing Hua University (NTHU)
and Fellow of The Hong Kong Academy of the Humanities (HKAH).
Professor Chan’s past experience includes positions at The Education
University of Hong Kong (EdUHK) as Chair Professor of Chinese
Literature and Director of the Research Centre for Chinese Literature
& Literary Culture (RCCLLC), also served as Founding Dean of the
Faculty of Humanities at EQUHK.

His areas of expertise include classical Chinese literary criticism,

literary historiography, modern and contemporary Chinese literature,
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Hong Kong literature, Chinese-Western comparative literature, etc.
Professor Chan’s publications encompass more than 20 books and
over a hundred of research articles. His work has been translated into
English, Japanese, Korean and other languages.

In his highly acclaimed monograph Hong Kong in Its History of
Lyricism, Professor Chan situates his observation of Hong Kong
literature in the context of Sinophone studies. This book and also the
13 volumes Compendium of Hong Kong Literature 1919-1949,
which Professor Chan was chief editor of, paved the way for many
local and international followers in the field. In his book The Modes
of Writings and Cultural Politics of Literary Histories: Studies on
Chinese Literary Historiography and in Writing the Literary Past:
Reflections on Literary History, co-edited with other Hong Kong
scholars, Professor Chan explains the complicated threads of literary
historiography. He realizes that study of “literary history” is not
merely a matter of organizing the hierarchical order of literary canons,
but also a continuous process of introspecting our relationship with
cultural tradition and contemporary world.

Professor Chan’s latest publication Discourses on Chinese
Lyrical Tradition and Literary Historiography would best manifest
his achievement in the study of “Chinese Lyrical Tradition” over the

years. The book spans through academic traditions of the Continental
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Europe, North America and the Mainland China, Taiwan and Hong
Kong, and exhibits the dynamics and diversity of the relevant

discourses in relation to the comparative study of Chinese literature.
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Discourses on Chinese Lyrical Tradition and Literary

\-‘-34
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Historiography aims at reconfiguring the development of the
conception of “lyrical tradition” as a way of rethinking the history of

Chinese literature. The book first focus on how Chen Shih-Hsiang

28



2022

ACADEMIA SINICA
SCHOLARLY MONOGRAPH AWARD
B IN THE HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

(1912-1971) and Kao Yu-Kung (1929-2016) unfolded their narratives
of “lyrical tradition” and “lyric aesthetics”. It then expounds on
Juroslav Prisek’s (1906-1980) thoughts of “Chinese lyricism” which
he acknowledged as the signature of both pre-modern and modern
Chinese literatures. The historical senses and poetical sensibilities of
the three scholar-critics were scrutinized concurrently with careful
inspection of their academic and life journeys.

This book points out that Chen Shih-Hsiang had an interest in
literary modernism in his early life. He turned to classical literature
after he left from China, and finally propounded the concept of
“lyrical tradition” contrasting with the western literary traditions of
tragedy and epic. Kao Yu-Kung, equipped with theoretical tools of
analytical philosophy, delved into Chinese literature and arts and
arrived at an aesthetic with “lyricism” as the core value. On the other
hand, Jaroslav Prasek, a humanistic Marxist immersed in Prague
structuralism, recognized a dialectics of the lyric-epic attributes of
Chinese literature.

The three scholars shared the same belief that literature is one
of the best manifestations of Chinese cultural experience. Ironic
enough, memories of the cultural China could only be sustained in
Chen’s and Kao’s learning and professing of classical Chinese

literature when they were far away from their homeland, whereas
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PrisSek were forced to surrender his aspiration and ambition of
Chinese study after Prague Spring in 1968 and passed away
desolately in 1980.

The book also probes into the literary-historical writings of three
academics and men of letters: Lin Geng (1910-2006), Hu Lancheng
(1905-1981), and Sima Changfeng (1920-1980). Lin Geng’s History
of Chinese Literature was written at the time of Sino-Japanese War,
and published in 1941. Readers of this lyrical narrative could hardly
lose sight of its social and political context. On the other hand, Hu
Lancheng tried his best to fashion a literary landscape in his Remarks
on the History of Chinese Literature, completed in 1977 and first
published in 1980, with the intention of purging and cleansing of all
sinful deeds in his own past. Sima Changfeng completed his 3-
volume History of Chinese New Literature (1974-1978) in the
colonial Hong Kong. His doomed quest of the “apolitical” literary
space symbolized a diasporic intellectual’s sentimental journey to
Nowhere. The literary histories Lin, Hu and Sima produced are at
odds with those standard models of similar titles. Nonetheless, all
three are distinctive in their narrative modes and to a great extent
correlated with the conception of “Chinese lyrical tradition”.

Discourses on Chinese Lyrical Tradition and Literary

Historiography is the author’s first academic book published in
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Taiwan since his appointment as the Yushan Scholar at National
Tsing Hua University. His reading of the works and life journeys of
the mentioned men of letters is arisen from the critical reflections of
the socio-cultural ruptures and continuities in the mid-twentieth
century. It is also a reflection of the situatedness of intellectuals in a

state of crisis.
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