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Chih-Ming Wang is associate research fellow at the Institute of
European and American Studies, Academia Sinica, and associate
professor at the Institute of Social Research and Cultural Studies,
National Yangming Chiao-tung University (joint appointment). He
was also a visiting scholar at the Harvard Yenching Institute (2021-
22) and the China Academy of Art (2017-18). He has served as the
vice chair of the Inter-Asia Cultural Studies Society (2015-23), as a
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member of the editorial board of Reflexion (2009-), and as the chief-
editor of Router: A Journal of Cultural Studies (2017-23). He is the
recipient of Academia Sinica’s Early-Career Investigator Research
Achievement Award (2014), National Science Council’s Wu-Ta-You
Memorial Award (2009), and the ASA’s (Association for American
Studies) Yasuo Sakakibara Prize for International Scholars (2008).
His research fields include Asian American literature, inter-Asia
cultural studies, and postcolonial theory. He became interested in
issues of border, post/Cold War, geopolitics, and the history of
academic thoughts in recent years.

His research output has appeared in monograph and edited
projects, including: Transpacific Articulations: Student Migration
and the Remaking of Asian America (2013), Precarious Belongings:
Affect and Nationalism in Asia (co-edited with Daniel Goh, 2017),
“The Chinese Factor: Reorienting Global Imaginaries in American
Studies,” Special Issue of American Quarterly 69.3 (co-edited with
Yu-Fang Cho, 2017), “Asian American Studies in Asia,” Special
issue of Inter-Asia Cultural Studies 13.2 (2012). His editorial projects
in Chinese include: From Science Monthly, Protecting Diaoyutai
Movement to Leftist Politics: The Practices of Shiaw-hsin Lin (in

Chinese, 2019) and most recently Literary Debates and the Politics
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of Memory: An Inter-Asian Perspective (co-edited with Jui-hua Chen,
Li-yun Lin, and Yu-wen Song).

Since returning to Taiwan, his research has dwelled on the
intersections between the US and Asia, especially concerned with
issues of race, migration, belonging, and borders in literary and
cultural production. He hopes that literary and cultural studies will
not only retain a sincere and universal concern with the humanity at

large, but also effectively engage in the political issues in reality.
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Re-Articulations: Trajectories of Foreign Literature Studies
examines the introduction, interpretation, and interrogation of
Western literature in the last century, to explore how “Western
learnings advanced eastward”—through the colonial, the Cold War,
and the post-martial laws eras in Taiwan—formed and shaped the
institution and development of foreign literature studies. The book
studies pioneering scholars and critical institutions—departments,
journals, societies—of the field and analyzes critical debates and
emerging subfields in different conjunctures, to grasp how in each
phase foreign literature studies interacted with its own social contexts
and the transformation of the West so as to measure its values and
meanings. It asks: how has Western literature and thought been re-
articulated in its transnational travels and reincarnated as “foreign
literature studies” in Taiwan? How have foreign literature scholars,
through translating and interpreting the West, adapt into and
overcome the colonial modernity embedded in their own training, to
break away from and redefine foreign literature studies, thereby

challenging the premise of liberal humanism inherent in it? And how
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may we redefine and reactivate “the foreign” as a space of change for
the evolution of the discipline today?

Thus, the book begins with an exploration of the concept of
“foreign literature” in the early twentieth century, as it was articulated
in the institutionalization of the field in China and colonial Taiwan.
Whereas in China the notion of foreign literature was articulated with
the invention of modern Chinese literature, in Taiwan it was linked
to the formation of “gaichi literature” as a way to make sense
Taiwan’s literary production in the context of Japanese colonialism.
The book then zooms in on three pioneering scholars—TA Hsia, Hou
Chien, and Yen Yuanshu—in the Cold War era to discuss the postwar
institutionalization of comparative literature within foreign literature
studies, and the humanist thinking inherent in it. The work of Hsia,
Hou, and Yan show how humanism traveled from the US to China
and Taiwan, and reveal how a generation of foreign literature
scholars responded to both the Cold War and the Chinese civil war.
As Taiwan abolished the martial laws in the 1980s, an “era of theory”
was ushered in and made literary theory, cultural studies, and ethnic
literature the dominant paradigms. Each paradigm was an attempt to
respond to the liberation of social forces in the post-martial law
Taiwan, seeking to find a niche for its scholarship in the world on the

one hand, and trying to understand its social and intellectual
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transformations on the other. The multipolar development of foreign
literature studies represents the decentering and diverse forces within
Taiwan and inadvertently presented an ontological aporia for the
field’s identity and imagination.

On the basis of institutional and intellectual history, the book
argues that we should not regard foreign literature studies merely as
a copy of English literary studies in the West; rather, it will be more
productive to see it as a set of local perspectives and concerns in
response to the challenge of the West. The institutional historical
approach to foreign literature studies thus must explain and criticize
these internal constraints. Although on the surface such a locally
grounded approach may appear irrelevant to “European and
American Studies,” in effect it provides us with another entry into the
Euro-American world, to challenge the dominant paradigms of
European and American studies. Because if we ignore the aspiration
and frustration of the local in response to the West, we will not be
able to regard foreign literature studies as nothing but a form of
imperial knowledge, as a copycat without agency and progressive
agendas. Thus, the point of reflecting on the hundred year long
trajectory of foreign literature studies lies in reflecting and
challenging the Occidentalism within us, so we may reorient foreign

literature studies as a project towards intellectual decolonization.
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