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Pei-chen Liao is an associate professor of Foreign Languages and Literature at National
Cheng Kung University. She received her PhD in foreign languages and literature from
National Taiwan University (2009). She was a visiting scholar in the department of English,
University of Chicago (2013-2014). Her research interests include post-9/11 fiction,
contemporary American and British fiction, South Asian diasporic fiction, and ethnic,
postcolonial, and globalization studies. She was a recipient of the FAOS Innovative Young
Scholar Award (2017) and the MOST Ta-You Wu Memorial Award (2021). Her publications
include Post-9/11 Historical Fiction and Alternate History Fiction: Transnational and
Multidirectional Memory (Palgrave Macmillan, 2020), ‘Post’-9/11 South Asian Diasporic
Fiction: Uncanny Terror (Palgrave Macmillan, 2013), and essays in journals such as Life
Writing, NTU Studies in Language and Literature, Sun Yat-sen Journal of Humanities, Review

of English and American Literature, and EurAmerica.
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Instead of examining the novels set against the backdrop of the September 11 attacks
and their aftermath, this book zooms in on historical fiction and alternate history fiction
that approaches the events obscurely and obliquely. Through the diasporic and multiethnic
lens, this book explores novels by Jewish American, Japanese-American, Irish-American,
Scottish, and Israeli writers who, breaking with the Euro-American-centric mindset and the
mainstream discourse of trauma, overturn the dichotomous relationship between
perpetrator and victim while featuring the events of 9/11 in all their complexity.

Despite the absence of the events of 9/11, some historical novels and alternate history
novels under discussion in this book are so widely read as post-9/11 allegory that their
engagement with the problems of Native Americans’ forced displacement, black slavery,
anti-Semitism, Japanese-American internment, and Vietnam War have not attracted as
much critical attention as they should have deserved. Taking a cue from George Herbert
Mead, Maurice Halbwachs, and Michael Rothberg, this book integrates memory theories

into genre studies with the aim of spelling out the methodological limitations of reading
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historical fiction and alternate history fiction as post-9/11 allegory and its neglect of other
equally important historical events.

This book argues that studies of post-9/11 historical fiction and alternate history fiction
should attend to the transnational history of multiethnic America that the novels are
concerned about, the motives and intentions of the writers, as well as the interpretations
and responses of post-9/11 readers. Their interactions manifest the following three
characteristics of memory:

(1) The emergent present of memory:

Memory involves not merely recollections of the past but also a mutually dynamic
relationship with the present. It is because the emergent present may trigger
memories or even change people’s views about the past and thus generate the act
of re-remembering. At the same time, memories serve as conduits for
understanding the present and issue warnings through historical lessons.

(2) The multidirectionality of memory:

The sources of memory are multidirectional, coming from personal memory,
collective memory, cultural memory, communicative memory, and postmemory.

(3) The connectivity of memory:

Connective memories of different historical events open up opportunities to

develop transnational, cross-ethnic, and transgenerational empathy.
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My deepest gratitude goes to Academia Sinica for setting up the Scholarly Monograph
Award in the Humanities and Social Sciences. This award encourages and supports scholars
who courageously make an effort to write monographs today when pragmatism dominates
much of our life, and a great deal of stress is placed on the numbers of publications in
evaluating a scholar’s academic performance.

Over the past seven years, | spent countless days racking my brain to break writing
bottlenecks and stood up to enormous pressure put on me for not being productive enough
till this monograph was finally completed and published in 2020. With joy and pride, | hold
a hardcover of the new book, as if it were my newborn baby. Like siblings, the seven
chapters of the book are so closely related to one another that | could not bear to separate
them and find them adoptive homes in different journals. With the strength and tenacity
of a mother, | worked hard over the years to provide an intact home for these research
papers. Now that the book is published, a mother’s wish finally comes true.

| am grateful to my parents for their unconditional and incomparable love and care.
They help me to grow a strong willpower and a gentle heart, without which this book would
not have been possible. Special thanks to my husband for guarding and protecting our
home, and to innumerable benefactors who have assisted me and given me moral support

at different stages of life. | am nothing without you.
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