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Tripod Award of Taiwan (2014) for his book, Empire, Medicine and 19th-Century English
Literature (Bookman, 2013). He is also a recipient of multiple awards for teaching excellence

and innovation, including the honor of the Distinguished Teaching Award in NTU, 2021.

His research interests include nineteenth-century British novels, contemporary British
fiction, and interdisciplinary studies in medicine and literature. He has published
extensively in peer-reviewed journals in Textual Practice, Inter-Asia Cultural Studies,
Concentric: Literary and Cultural Studies, Review of English and American Literature, Chung
Wai Literary Quarterly, Router: A Journal of Cultural Studies, among others. His articles have
been published in peer-reviewed edited volumes in Bodies in the Streets: The Somaesthetics
of City Life (Brill, 2019) and A Feast of Splendor: Chinese American Literary Studies in Taiwan
(Bookman, 2018) among others. Chen is also a translator of 6 books, including Literary
Feuds: A Century of Celebrated Quarrels (2008) and This Craft of Verse (2001), and a
contributor of major translation projects of Huamei: Essays on Chinese American and
Sinophone Diasporic Literature (2021) and Global Identities, Local Voices: Amerasia Journal
at 40 Years (2012). Chen continues to explore the issues of contagion and politics and

narratives of aging and dementia.

Chen’s Empire, Medicine and 19th-Century English Literature (Bookman, 2013)
examines the interrelations between medical advancement, literary imagination and
imperial expansion. His latest publication, Victorian Contagion: Risk and Social Control in
the Victorian Literary Imagination (Routledge, 2020) investigates Victorian medical
discourse around cleanliness and contagion, including all its treatments and preventions,
developed into a culture of medicalization, a perception of surveillance, a politics of health,

an economy of morality, and a way of thinking. This book is an attempt to understand the
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literary and cultural elements which contributed to fear and anticipation of contagion, and

to explain why and how these elements still matter to us today.
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Victorian Contagion: Risk and Social Control in the Victorian Literary Imagination
(Routledge, 2020) examines the literary and cultural imaginary of contagion in the Victorian
era and the way that imaginary participated in the production of a moral economy of
surveillance and control. In this book, | attempt to make sense of how the discursive
practice of contagion governed the interactions between medical science, literary creation,
and the public imagination. Victorians dealt with the menace of contagion by equating
cleanliness with goodness—even godliness—in scientific theory, cultural production, and
even everyday practice. The Victorian discourse around cleanliness and contagion,
including all its treatments and preventions, developed into a culture of medicalization and
surveillance, a politics of health, and an economy of morality. This book is an attempt to
understand the literary and cultural elements which contributed to this discourse of
contagion, and to explain why and how this discourse still matters to us today.

| am interested in the question how literary and cultural imaginations of contagion
were represented and about how these fascinations turned out to become forms of social
control. | am particularly dedicated to the habitus of narratives of contagion and the
interrelation between medical techniques, literary creation and cultural imagination under
the fear of contamination. With the self-reflexive circuit in which literature inspired

medicine and medicine intervened literature, this book examines the mutual and
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correlative framework between medicine, cultural imagination and literary production.
Victorian obsession with cleanliness and sanitation is a preoccupation with the
categorization, exclusion and elimination of the unclean, the filthy, and the abnormal. Such
commitment to order and health was medicalized and moralized into a category of
stigmatism that glorified discipline and diligence and abhorred indulgence and ignorance.
Dogmatization of health and sanitation was conveniently transcribed into a way of thinking,
a manner of living, and an economy of morality. In the sense that contagions provoked fear
and fear facilitated a new mode of management of life, Victorian narratives of contagion
enhanced a mode of risk calculation and secured a mechanism of self-governance. Victorian
narratives of contagion provide us a chance to examine how we imagined diseases and how
we see ourselves.

Narratives of contagions redirected the path of civilization, redefined the way of seeing,
and reconvened a technique to invest and examine ourselves. In the name of collective
security and public health, medicine provided two essential approaches of looking: one to
be an epistemological way of reexamining who we are, the other to be an empirical method
of intervening what we become. As a mode of disclosure, narratives of contagion inspire a
way of seeing; as a method of intervention, medicine expedited practices of risk

management and social control.

BEE=
2019F Kt - —FFEBEIKNEIE - AENE A B REE  BERELEN
EERN  RABESHERER - BIBENEN  ARZBEENAI - & ME

BUHEWIRYS - BERUEBRBERMKENEZES -
WSER  HREBILENEDN  EMERAESH DRIV ECRRL - BZES

i

BB ALKERZNRE - BRERRIT AR E—EiEE - REFEARZRERES

32



FTERPRARRANRAEHEEMEEEER

MRBEENT AWBED  EREERENRR - BREOE RG] R ENEHER
N AMEREBCHEBERIR - FIEERZH - AIERINIEERZRET - RBEI
oJgE - SRR IRV - EEENRIMEED - SIABBENBEFITES
EFRNERATE  BREAEENEFENREIEETHERAERT - IR - A
tEEARE  BARRIRIMIRE - AMmibEEREELEZANEEIREREE - M
SEAEER BRERBROEN  BEFEERLIBEALE L ERZEERE
FRERBMA—ZNBIN - SMEA - BEAN - EBFIEE—EEFERBEREAL
BEMENTS  LEIES FERERME B EHENIZE - XENmAES T D
BENVEmIAEEK - B TISERIMRE T ARMARNE - £RBREZXNE

- B

- RMXOUEAZER FHEUNERE ?

RENTHRFERHRSANED | RBEXGTHRELZEXESHRAHBNIR
1% - BN RIS AL AR AR BREE - RS EER TR - &
HHREATEESER T FEBERIFREAIE) - BETEA RIS R ERI S - B
ZSEHEHARBREAUABIEEPEA R P OATRESNMRED S RHAZE
TRERZUIZEL Karen Thornber ZUSTEFN R EREAS FHAVEEN B2 1738 - BUEH P R
FBEM TN AMZENAEREER - 24 RE2REHN  EEXFRUAR
HHRE - BEERNZFAGR - HEREESERENR !

33



