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Yuan-tse Lin was born in Yi-lan, Taiwan, in 1965. Under the sponsorship of
Ministry of Education Scholarship for overseas study, he went to Freie Universitat
Berlin, Germany, pursuing his doctoral degree. Advised by Dietrich Bohler, who
is representative of the school of transcendental Pragmatics, Lin received his
Ph.D. in philosophy in 2003 with a dissertation entitled “How is Ethics of
Responsibility Possible?” After graduation, Lin returned to Taiwan and started
teaching in Nanhua University and National Central University respectively
before he began his position at National Chengchi University (NCCU). Currently,
he is the chairperson as well as Distinguished Professor of the Dept. of
Philosophy at NCCU. He also assumes the position as the director of the Research
Center for Chinese Cultural Subjectivity in Taiwan.

Based on transcendental pragmatics, Yuan-tse Lin’s philosophical research
has been concerning and tackling with issues related to communicative
rationality. On one hand, he hopes to more solidly found the pragmatic basis on
classic German philosophy of language; on the other hand, he wants to develop
the possibilities where we are able to apply the philosophical findings to the
practices in the real world. Lin’s research ranges from critical theory, classic
German philosophy of language, ethics to Chinese philosophy, all of which
contribute to his research production, mainly including: Care Ethnics and
Therapeutic Discourse (2015), The Ideas about Postconventional Confucian Ethics
of Responsibility (2017), From Herder to Mead (2019), and many other periodical
papers. Yuan-tse Lin has been awarded the 7th Academia Sinica Scholarly
Monograph Award in the Humanities and Social Sciences (2018), Ministry of
Science and Technology’s Award for Outstanding Research (2018), Ministry of
Science and Technology Award for the Most Significant Monograph (2020), and

Sun Yat Sen Academic Publication Award (2020), among others.
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A democratic life has to be established on the rational communications
among the citizens. Setting off from the discussion of German classic philosophy
of language, this book, From Herder to Mead, aims to unearth and present to
the reader the idea of communicational reason that had been long neglected in
the history of philosophy. Only with the emergence of the idea, is it possible for
us to go beyond the limit of subjectivism and individualism. In contrast to the
western tradition of solipsism, German classic linguistic philosophers, such as
Herder, Hamann, Humboldt, Wundt, Cassirer, Mead, have revealed to us the
true nature and function of language by wittingly criticizing instrumentalism of
language set forth by Aristotle. They tried to argue for the relationships between
language and the world or reason, attempting to explain, under the construction
of intersubjectivity of communicational community, why humans should be able

to understand the truth in the world which has been structuralized through the
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symbols, and therefore, to answer the very fundamental philosophical question,
‘what is man?’ Through German classic linguistic investigation into the origin,
the scope, and the boundary of language, the purpose of this book is to clearly
display the principle that is used to establish our world of culture. Also, it helps
to release the philosophy from solely being the basis of the natural science, and
turns it into a discipline of philosophical anthropology that serves as the

foundation of the liberal arts and social sciences.

This book consists of two parts, six chapters in total, and one appendix. In
Part |, also the first three chapters, the author explains how a view different from
Aristotle’s instrumentalism of language arose out of the debate related to the
origin of language made between Herder and Hamann and how the said view
influenced Humboldt so he made the claim that, as the organ constructing the
thought, language was not supposed to be deemed as a product but an activity.
With the linguistic structure of communication, Humboldt has eventually
explained how an objective understanding of the world could be possible even
if one adopted a worldview of linguistic pluralism. This has opened a discourse

about the pragmatic dimension of language.

In Part I of this book, Chapter four to six, the author looks into how German
classic linguistic philosophy was developing in the early twentieth century. This
development started with Wundt. After the focus of Historical-Comparative
Linguistics was relocated by Neogrammarian school at linguistic psychology,
Wundt, in order to unveil the universal comprehensiveness of semantic
expression of voice, dived into the question of how human being’s way of
communication had been transformed from the animal-like gesture of body into

the significant symbol. Once it is established that human being’s thinking could
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only be possible by way of linguistic symbol, the psychological research
centering on the faculty of thinking should be built on the intersubjectivity of
folk spirit that forms the language. On one hand, Wundt’s view had affected
Cassirer, who established the symbolic form of cultural system, such as myth,
language, science, etc., by explaining the principle upon which human being
constructed formulation-capability of cultural world. On the other hand,
Wundt’s view had also influenced Mead. He explained how human being
constructed the norm by making sense of the meaning, hence, set a freely-
combined mode that was exclusive to the human society. Last, the appendix of
this book focuses on thinking mode of Chinese script. The discussion in the
appendix not only highlights the limit of phonocentrism that intrinsic in the
western philosophy but also helps unveil the importance of Chinese worldview

and its mode of thinking.
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