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Wu Jieh-min is a research fellow at the Institute of Sociology, Academia
Sinica, and adjunct Associate Professor, Institute of Sociology, National Tsing Hua
University. He had his Ph.D. in Political Science at Columbia University (1998). He
was an An Wang post-doc fellow at Fairbank Center, Harvard University; Fulbright
Senior Visiting Scholarship, Department of Sociology, UCLA (2007-2008); visiting
Professor, L'Ecole des hautes études en sciences sociales (EHESS) (2016/06). His
research interests include political economy, political sociology, social
movement, democratization, and civil society. His articles have been published
in Chinese-language, English and Japanese journals and in edited volumes. He

has written Rent-Seeking Developmental State in China: Taishang, Guangdong
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Model and Global Capitalism (NTU Press, 2019) and Third View of China (Rive
Gauche, 2012); and (co-)edited China’s influence in the Centre-periphery Tug of
War in Hong Kong, Taiwan and Beyond (Brian C.H. Fong, Jieh-min Wu, Andrew J.
Nathan eds., Routledge, 2020), Anaconda in the Chandelier: Mechanisms of
Influence and Resistance in the “China Factor” (Rive Gauche, 2017) and The Era
of Significant Changes: Taiwan 1990-2010 (Rive Gauche, 2010/2014), and The
Double Helix of Power and Capital: A Taiwanese Perspective of China/Cross-Strait
Studies (Rive Gauche, 2013). He translated Albert O. Hirschman’s The Rhetoric of
Reaction: Perversity, Futility, Jeopardy into Chinese (The Journalist, 2002/Rive
Gauche, 2013). He co-produced a documentary film Taiwanese Compatriots
(Taibao) (Alleys Workshop, 1993) and published a poetry anthology The Earthly
Hound (Ink, 2017).
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This book proposes a comprehensive explanation of the connections
between China and global capitalism. It was Taiwanese businessmen who, as
intermediaries, made it possible for the Chinese to earn their first pot of gold in
Guangdong province, indirectly bringing about the Chinese boom. The author
uses global value chains as a springboard to explain how the “rent-seeking
developmental state” has played a crucial role in the processes of economic
development and value capture. This explanation links the global level to the

local, the macro perspective to the micro, and dissects the intricate relationship
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between government and business in China. Concepts such as “institutional
rent-seeking”, “locally embedded governance”, and “differential citizenship” are
proposed as ways to shed new light on the developmental logic of China’s
economy. The secret to China’s economic success has been “following global
value chains to become the workshop of the world”, but in trying to upgrade

itself the world’s workshop is facing serious difficulties. Where has China’s
economy come from, and where is it headed? This book offers us a key.
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