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Technology ( &4 ) 55 - LA FREEIRMIAB | (1) “Speculating Extinction:
Eco-Accidents, Solastalgia, and Object Lessons in Wu Ming-Yi’'s The Man with
the Compound Eyes,” Comparative Literature Studies 55.4 (2018): 864-876;
(2)“Introduction: Contexts and Paradigms for Ecological Engagement,”
Neohelicon 44.2 (2017): 271-281; (3) “Climate Change, Chaosmosis, and the
Ecosophic Object in Norman Spinrad’s Greenhouse Summer,” Neohelicon 44.2
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(HINSTER) 46.3 (2017): 83-111; (5) “Ecological Sovereignty, Biopolitics, and
Umwelt in Amitav Ghosh’s The Hungry Tide,” Animalities: Literary and Cultural
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Robin Chen-Hsing Tsai is from Beigang in Yunlin County, and received his
Ph.D. in comparative literature from the Department of Foreign Languages and
Literatures at National Taiwan University. Presently, he is a professor in the
English department at Tamkang University. He is former Chair of the English
department at Tamkang University, President of the Association of Comparative
Literature of the Republic of China, President of the Association for the Study
of Literature and Environment of the Republic of China (ASLE-Taiwan), and the
editor of Tamkang Review and English and American Literary Review. He has
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Tamkang University” He also received a grant for “Special Outstanding
Individuals in Colleges and Universities from the Ministry of Science and
Technology.” His major research areas are literary theory, Snyder studies, global
warming narratives, ecological science fiction and ecocriticism. He has
published articles in domestic and international journals, such as Comparative
Literature Studies, Neohelicon, Ariel, Concentric, Chung Wai Literary Quarterly,
English and American Literary Review, EurAmerica, Tamkang Review, and Sun
Yat-sen Journal of Humanities. His major publications are Ecological Crisis and
Literary Studies and Gary Snyder, Nature and Ecological Communication. He has
edited Introduction to Ecological Literature, Key Readings in Ecocriticism, and
co-edited Language, Culture and Information Technology. Some of his papers
published in the last five years include: (1) “Speculating Extinction: Eco-
Accidents, Solastalgia, and Object Lessons in Wu Ming-Yi’'s The Man with the
Compound Eyes,” Comparative Literature Studies 55.4 (2018): 864-876; (2)
“Introduction: Contexts and Paradigms for Ecological Engagement,” Neohelicon
44 (2017): 271-281; (3) “Climate Change, Chaosmosis, and the Ecosophic
Object in Norman Spinrad’s Greenhouse Summer,” Neohelicon 44 (2017): 347-
359; (4) “Interobjectivity and Transcoporeality: Political Ecology in Richard
Powers’s Gain,” Chung Wai Literary Quarterly 46.3 (2017): 83-111; (5)
“Ecological Sovereignty, Biopolitics, and Umwelt in Amitav Ghosh’s The Hungry
Tide,” Animalities: Literary and Cultural Studies Beyond the Human (Edinburgh:

Edinburgh University Press, 2017),148-167.
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The one most important topic of the twenty-first century is the ecological
crisis, including such issues as air pollution, food safety, global warming, climate
change, etc. Based on practical experience, our original familiar sense of nature
has already changed, slowly becoming a nature we no longer recognize. Nature
is changing, technology is changing, society is changing, and our culture is also
changing. In other words, everything is changing. Just as Marx said, “All that is
solid melts into air.”

The main intention of adopting the title of this book, Ecological Crisis and
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Literary Studies, is to explore the time when these changes started. The word
“crisis” should not be understood in the sense of causing alarm; rather, it
alludes to risk management and risk assessment and demands us to think about
the conditions and possibilities of how mankind can maintain sustainable
development in the future. Though the terms ecology and economics both
have the same root, they exist within a certain internal contradiction and a
mutual intertwining entanglement.

In this book, | avail myself of different critical concepts, particularly Michel
Serres’ “natural contract,” Niklas Luhmann’s “ecological communication,”
Timothy Morton’s “hyperobject,” and Bruno Latour’s “actor network theory,”
to suggest that ecological literary criticism is an interdisciplinary research
because the ecological issues are complex and multi-dimensional. It requires
help from the insights of other disciplines. From this, we can integrate the
future strategies and programs that can mitigate environmental changes and
steer away from the opposing awkward dilemma of C. P. Snow’s “two cultures.”

The book contents are divided into four parts. The introduction largely
presents  definitions of ecological literary  criticism, academic
institutionalization, wave theory, and an overview of how these research areas
have developed in Taiwan. The first part includes three chapters that comb
through the methodology of ecological literary criticism, and concurrently
provide an outline, depth of field, and cognitive map of ecological discourse.
Consequently, these chapters introduce the vicissitudes of the early concept of
nature and the development of nature writing. The author goes a step further
to dissect the hot research topic of “new materialism” in recent ecological

discourses and discuss how ecological literary criticism leads to new research
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directions.

The chapters in the second part analyze various ecological works in the
light of the German environmental sociologist Niklas Luhmann’s “ecological
communication,” the American ecocritic Timothy Morton’s “hyperobject,” and
“environmental apocalypticism,” and the French sociologist Bruno Latour’s
“political ecology,” to analyze the American novelist Kim Stanley Robinson’s
global warming trilogy, Arthur Herzog’s Heat, the Canadian novelist Margret
Atwood’s Oryx and Crake, and Richard Powers’s novel Gain.

The three chapters in the third part focus on the American ecopoet Gary
Snyder’s Mountains and Rivers without End, prose writings, interviews, and
Cold Mountain Poems. These chapters aim to deal with Synder’s ecopoetics,
cultural translation, and life writings to interrogate how he participates in
ecological issues and responds to the ecological crisis.

This book not only attempts to re-examine ecological discourse in terms
of its academic institutionalization, cognitive mapping and the ethical
relationship between the human and nonhuman, but also supplements with
important background information from interdisciplinary studies so as to
scrutinize global warming, toxic discourse, environmental apocalypticism, and
the Snyderian ecopoetry and ecopoetics. It marks an important contribution to
the field of ecocriticism in Taiwan. In addition to the new materialist
perspective that broadens the horizon of expectation in ecocriticism, this book
shows that the future direction of ecocriticism will be to work with disability
studies, medical humanities, and health humanities, an area to be dubbed as
“environmental health humanities,” in order to facilitate environmental

education and research in Taiwan.
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