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Professor May-Shine Lin is currently a Distinguished Professor of the
Department of History, Vice Dean of the Office of Research and Development,
Director of the Office of Institutional Review Board, and Director of the Center
of Body and Civilization Studies, National Chengchi University, Taiwan. She was

born and grew up in Matsu, and moved to Taipei at the age of ten. She entered
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the Department of History, National Taiwan University, for her higher
education. She won Taiwan’s Government Scholarship to study English history
in the University of Edinburgh, UK, in 1996, and got her PhD in 2000. Her
research focuses on various interrelated fields, such as Renaissance Humanism,
Female Rule, Nationhood, and Clothing Culture in early modern England and
Europe. Her main publications include three monographs: Can a Woman Rule
a Kingdom?—The Debate of Gynecocracy in Sixteenth-Century Britain (2007),
“The Body’s Body”: Ideas of Clothing in Early Modern Europe (2017), and The
Fleur-de-lis & the Rose: Monarchy in France and England, 700-1700 (edited,
2019). In addition, she has published about 14 journal articles, such as “Queen
Elizabeth’s Language of Clothing and the Contradictions in Her Construction of
Images” (2010), “Hic Mulier, Haec Vir: Women’s Fashion and the Gender
Controversy in Sixteenth- and Seventeenth-Century England,” (2018) and so on.

Paralleling her research and publications, she greatly devoted to Taiwan
World History Group (or Clio-Taiwan, established in 2008), promoting the study
of world history in Taiwan, and building up academic exchanges and
collaborations between Taiwan and foreign institutes. She was a visiting fellow
of the Institute of Historical Research, University of London, between 2012 and
2013, and of the Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica, Taipei,
between 2016 and 2017. She is an enthusiastic teacher, and has been teaching
World History, British History, and the Renaissance for almost twenty years. Ten
MA students have been supervised by her, and even more were encouraged
and supported to study abroad after their BAs or MAs. She won multiple awards
in her career: NCCU Outstanding Teaching Award, NCCU Distinguished Teaching
Award, NCCU Outstanding Research Award, NCCU Distinguished Research
Award, MOST Talent Subsidy Incentives, and now, the 8th Scholarly Monograph

Award in the Humanities and Social Sciences, Academia Sinica.
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“The Body’s Body”: Ideas of Clothing in Early Modern Europe (2017)
explores the relationship between clothing and thinking in early modern
Europe, which was characterized as a period of rapid change because of the

Renaissance, the Reformation and the global trade. It asks why clothing
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became a hot issue of political, social and cultural debates in this period, how
the meanings of clothes were constructed and discoursed, and by what means
the conceptions of proper dress and demeanors were transmitted to the
public. The Body’s Body combines the approaches of the history of ideas, of
concepts and of material culture to answer these questions. It treats clothing,
the material thing, as the bearer of ideas, capable of containing and conveying
meanings and values of early modern society. It is also convinced that we may
get insights into the way of thinking and that of seeing in early modern Europe
through the material objects.

This monograph starts with an “Introduction” to survey the Christian
understanding of garments, the social function of clothes incorporating
individuals into the communities, the progress of fashion from the late
medieval to the sixteenth century, and its challenge to the signifying system of
the clothes in early modern society. The following four chapters focus on four
main ideas or concepts of clothing: “Civility”, “Adiaphora (or things
indifferent),” “Social Order” and “Nationhood.” They together bring the early
modern debates and discourses of clothing into the intellectual background of
Humanism, the religious contention of mainstream reformers, the social and
economic context of the sumptuary legislations, and into the advancing
development of national identities as well. In the end of this work, a
“Conclusion” delineates the trend of change in the thinking of clothing from
the late Middle Ages to the seventeenth century. That period witnessed a
mode of perception of clothing through communal categories and identities
being gradually replaced by a new mode of thinking based on individual self-

fashioning and personal display of virtues and civility.
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The title of this monograph quotes Desiderius Erasmus from his De
civilitate morum puerilium (1530) that ‘clothing is in a way the body’s body.’
This sentence is employed as a thread to knit all chapters of the monograph as
a whole. In the first place, represented by Erasmus’s words, ‘the body’s body’
illustrated the conventional confidence that clothing was the second skin and
could ‘infer the state of a man’s character.” Nevertheless, the classical idea of
skepticism and its distrust of human’s visuality were revived in the second half
of the sixteenth century. Scholars and polemicists, Michel de Montaigne for
instance, cast deep doubt upon the close connection between the inner
characters and outward appearance, discerning the gap between the seeming
and the being. Clothes gradually lost their old capacity of investiture and
empowerment. The flesh body (or the person) was thus distanced from the
second body—its clothing, by the new mode of thinking. The comprehension
of the meanings of clothes became even more heterogeneous and diversified
in Thomas Hobbes’s frontispiece created for his Leviathan (1651), where the
big body of the artificial sovereign was dressed by a mass of small bodies of his
subjects, instead of the royal regalia. While the subjects’ social status and
occupations are still shown by their garbs in this image, the sovereign’s
authority is detached from and not specified by his crown, robe and scepter
any more. Clothing seems to be situated between detachable and
undetachable from a person’s body in defining his status and identities. It
exactly demonstrates the transitional character of the early modern, standing
between the medieval belief that “the clothes make the man” and the modern
idea that clothing is a sort of outward show and a means of personal image-

making.
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