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Hung-Yueh Lan received his Ph.D. from the Graduate School of Arts
and Sciences, University of Tokyo in 2008. He is an associate professor in the
Graduate Institute for Social Research and Cultural Studies, National Chiao
Tung University, and Joint Appointment Associate Research Fellow at the
Research Center for Humanities and Social Sciences, Academia Sinica,
Taiwan. His research focuses on East Asian intellectual history, especially
Japanese intellectual history since the 17th century.

He is the author of Ogyi Sorai in the Chinese Literary Sphere: Medicine,
Military, and Confucianism (2017). In addition, his recent publications
include ““Meiji Knowledge’ and the Politics of Colonial Taiwan: The
Discourse of ‘National Character’ and the Policy of Assimilation before the
1920s” (Bulletin of the Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica, 88, 2015),
and “Historical Narrative in the Thought of Aizawa Seishisai (1782-1863)”
(Bulletin of the Institute of History and Philology Academia Sinica, 89:1, 2018).
Some of his works are also translated into English and Korean.

Currently he is working on three research projects: “Historical Writings
on Taiwan in the Edo and Meiji Periods: From Late Mito School to Ino
Kanori,” “Confucian Scholars of Shoheizaka School and Diplomacy in Late
Tokugawa Period: Focusing on Koga Seiri and Koga Douan,” and “Chinese
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Learning and Political Thoughts of Modern East Asia: Nationalism and World
Order.”
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Ogyt Sorai (1666—-1728) is one of the greatest thinkers in early-modern
Japan. An erudite Confucian scholar during the Tokugawa period, Sorai had
an encyclopedic knowledge of Chinese literature and Confucianism. He wrote
several influential works and established the Sorai school, thus playing an
important role in the intellectual history of Japan and East Asia. Research on
Sorai’s works is usually centered on modernity of his political concepts and
Japanization of Confucianism. In essence, nevertheless, his thoughts and
works are closely connected to Chinese literature and Confucius’ teachings.
In addition, Sorai himself was also well aware of the constant interactions
between Tokugawa Japan and other nations in East Asia on many levels.
Therefore, if we'd like to acquire an in-depth knowledge of Sorai’ s ideas, we
should examine not only the socio-cultural context of Edo Japan (Bukoku[#
®]]), but also the intellectual history of East Asia (literary Chinese sphere[;g

~ B]]). In so doing, we are likely to gain new insights into his philosophy.

There are several attempts of this book. In the beginning, the book
analyzes how Sorai’s genealogy relevant to his knowledge of medicine and of
military science rendered his viewpoints different from those of Song
Confucianists in many aspects. Second, the book elucidates how

" Kobunjigaku [+ < e ],"  the prose and poetic theories of the Sorais
school, primarily based on the revivalists’  works of Ming literature, led him
to establish a new branch of Confucianism. In this part, Sorai' s
interpretation of Confucian classics and his plans for far-reaching political
reform are included as well. Third, the book goes further to explore the fact
that the following of the Sorai school was in regular communication with both
Joseon missions to Japan and the Chinese in Nagasaki. Due to “Kobunjigaku”

and the political system of the Tokugawa period, Sorai and his disciples
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claimed that Edo Japan was in fact superior to other contemporary countries
in East Asia. Consequently, Sorai’s political philosophy influenced later

intellectuals of Edo deeply.

In sum, this book deals with Ogyt Sorai’s extensive knowledge, gives a
comprehensive description of Sorai’s belief system, and explores its wider
significance for the Japanese intellectual history. To be more specific, the main
feature and contribution of the book is therefore to provide the reader with
clarification of Sorai’s philosophy by looking at not only the social and cultural
milieu of Edo Japan, but also that of East Asia. This thought-provoking book
indeed broadens the scope of academic research on the intellectual history of

Edo Japan.
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