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@ Leverage of the Weak: Labor and Environmental Movements in
Taiwan and South Korea, Minneapolis, MN, USA: University of
Minnesota Press, 2015
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Hwa-Jen Liu teaches sociology at the National Taiwan University. She
received her Ph.D. from the University of California at Berkeley and a

post-doctoral fellowship from the Fairbank Center of Harvard University. She
was the at-large board member of the RC 44 of the International Sociological
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Association between 2010 and 2014, and currently serves as the Treasurer of
the RC 44 and at the editorial board of Taiwanese Sociology. Her research
interests include social movements, late industrialization, comparative
methods, and social theory.
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Leverage of the Weak: Labor and Environmental Movements in Taiwan
and South Korea

Despite of similarities in colonial heritages, authoritarian rule, and a
breakneck speed of industrialization, despite of similar levels of grievances
over abused labor power and natural environment, why did two countries as
structurally similar as Taiwan and Korea produced distinct sequences — in
reverse order — of the rise of labor and environmental movements? The story
that emerges in Leverage of the Weak is of the realization, and the limit, of
two types of movement power under the dominance of developmental states
and corporate economies. Leverage of the Weak goes beyond the
conventional discussion of “the power of the weak” and “disruptive power,”
and is the first book to systematically pursue cross-movement and
cross-national comparisons on East Asia. By shedding new light on the
interconnection of movement emergence, sequences, and trajectories,
Leverage of the Weak discloses the material foundation of labor-environment
alliances and leads academics and activists alike toward a reassessment of the
past and the future of labor and environmental movements, two forces that
have significantly shaped social life — and our imaginary pictures of social life —
in modern times.
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