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Wenge gian de Deng Xiaoping: Mao Zedong de “fushuai”
(1956-1966)

(Deng Xiaoping Before the Cultural Revolution:
Mao’s “Vice Marshal” (1956-1966))

by Yen-Lin Chung

About the author:

Yen-Lin Chung is assistant professor at the Graduate Institute of East Asian
Studies, College of International Affairs, National Chengchi University, Taiwan.
He specializes in Chinese Communist Party history and has published several
significant articles in Chinese and English journals on Deng Xiaoping, the Great
Leap Forward, and other major figures and political events in Party history. He
is also the author of the book Wenge gian de Deng Xiaoping: Mao Zedong de
“fushuai ”(1956-1966) (Deng Xiaoping Before the Cultural Revolution: Mao's
“Vice Marshal ”(1956-1966)) (The Chinese University Press, 2013).

About the book:

The existing studies on Deng Xiaoping mainly focus on Deng’s
revolutionary career prior to the founding of the People’s Republic of China in
1949, or on his later career as the paramount leader during the Reform and
Opening-up period. What is less studied and understood is what political role
Deng played as the General Secretary of the Chinese Communist Party from
1956 to 1966, and what influences he had on the political processes during this
period. This book aims to address these questions.

Based on newly available materials, this book explores Deng’s crucial role

in assisting Mao Zedong in shaping, developing and implementing his
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controversial policies such as the Rectification and Anti-Rightist Campaign in
1957, the Anti-dogmatism Campaign in the military in 1958, the Great Leap
Forward from 1958 to 1960, and the Anti-Revisionist struggle against the Soviet
Union in the pre-Cultural Revolution period.

As one of the most fervent activists in promoting Mao’s radical campaigns
and policies, Deng carefully followed Mao’s lead and acted as his main assistant
and trusted follower during this period. While Mao tightly controlled the main
direction of the campaigns and policies, and made major decisions on related
issues, he still left considerable leeway for Deng’s own management. As Mao’s
“Vice Marshal,” Deng led the Central Secretariat in running the Party-state on
behalf of the Party Center, wielding enormous administrative power and
mobilizing and pressurizing Party subordinates to ruthlessly implement the
central policies. During this period, Deng sometimes got even more carried
away than Mao himself, radicalizing the political campaigns and policies even
further.

Finally, this book argues that the political experiences and lessons Deng

learned from this period greatly influenced his decisions and policies after 1978.
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