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History and Political Theories of Western Republicanism
by Carl K. Y. Shaw

About the author:

Carl K. Y. Shaw received his B.A. and M.A in political science from National
Taiwan University, and Ph.D. in political science from Yale University, USA. He has
worked at Academia Sinica since 1993 and is Research Fellow at the Research Center
for Humanities and Social Sciences. He held joint appointments from Institute of
Political Science, Academia Sinica, and Departments of Political Science, National
Taiwan and Chengchi University. He has served as Executive Director of Center for
Political Thought, Deputy Executive Secretary of Central Academic Advisory
Committee, Academia Sinica. Currently he is the Director-General, Department of
Humanities and Social Sciences, Ministry of Science and Technology, ROC. His
research has focused on the history of political thought and contemporary political and
social theories, with special attention to the issues of republicanism, communitarianism,
and development of the idea of the modern state. In addition to History and Political
Theories of Western Republicanism, his scholarly publications include articles in
American Political Science Review, History of Political Thought, Issues and Studies,
Politics, and many Taiwanese journals. He was a Bradley Foundation Fellow, Fulbright
Exchange Scholar and won the Research Excellence Award from the National Science
Council, Taiwan. He served as the Executive Editors of Societas: A Journal for
Philosophical Study of Political Affairs, Journal of Social Sciences and Philosophy,
and has been a member of the Editorial Boards of Taiwanese Political Science Review

and Political Science Review.

About the book:

Republicanism is one of the most influential paradigms of political thought in
the western tradition. It originated from classical Greece and Rome, and since the
Renaissance, has deeply influenced the historical process by shaping modern
democracy and constitutionalism. Republicanism had tremendous influence on the

political consciousness of late Qing Chinese intellectuals. With the advent of liberal
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democracy in the late 19th century, however, republicanism waned as a major political
value until the civil rights movement revived the spirit of political participation.

This book is the only one in the Chinese world to analyze western republicanism
with scholarly vigor and originality. The framework is an extension of Hannah
Arendt’s observation on Machiavelli’s influence on the modern revolution. The central
contention of the book is that “balance of power” lies at the core of classical
republicanism and its ideal of “mixed constitution.” This ideal underwent radical
transformations in the modern world by amalgamating with either constitutionalism or
popular sovereignty. The resultant “constitutional republicanism” and “democratic
republicanism” constitute the matrix of modern political thought.

By incorporating the contemporary literature in political theory and intellectual
history, this book reconstructs the whole tradition of western republicanism from
Aristotle, Cicero, Machiavelli, Rousseau, Montesquieu, Federalist Papers, Sieyes, Kant,
Hegel, and contemporary thinkers such as Arendt and Quentin Skinner. The last
chapter provides a republican interpretation of Taiwan’s constitutional politics in the
past three decades, which is an alternative to the orthodoxies of liberalism and

nationalism.



