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Chiang Kai-Shek and Japan:
An Epitome of Modern Sino-Japanese History

by Tzu-Chin Huang

About the author:

Tzu-Chin Huang received a Ph.D. in Political Science from Keio University,
Japan. His thesis was on the history of modern political thought in Japan. His earlier
research focused on character studies, while in recent years he has been concentrating
on interdisciplinary, cross-border comprehensive studies.

During his early research, he studied Yoshino Sakuzo, Kita Ikki, and Chiang
Kai-Shek, three of the most important modern historic figures in Sino-Japanese
relations, and subsequently published his work with the Institute of Modern History,
Academic Sinica. He then directed his research towards Japan’s postwar politics and
diplomacy, and thereafter published his work on Reconstruction of Japan under the
Peacetime Constitution, 1946-1960. Currently, he is in the final stages of publishing
his work on Japanese Foreign Policy and Strategic Thought under the Era of High
Economic Growth, 1960-1972.

In the recent five years, he has started foundations in effort to collaborate with
other scholars on the topic of Modern Sino-Japanese Relations. In 2009, with the
support of the Chiang Ching-Kuo Foundation for International Scholarly Exchange, he
started a three-year research project on: Friend or Foe? Chiang Kai-Shek’s Networks
of Power and their Operation under the policies of against Japan and anti CCP. The
international collaboration between 35 scholars from Taiwan, China, Japan, and South
Korea resulted in the publication: Chiang Kai-Shek and The Formation of Modern
China, which was published with the Institute of Modern History, Academic Sinica.
This type of collaborative research project was the first of its kind and encouraged
scholars from different countries to build off of each other’s ideas. This allowed the
study of Chiang Kai-Shek to become more internationally known.

Since the success of the previous project, in 2013, he became the chair for the
three-year Thematic Research Program directed by the Academic Sinica on: The

Multiple Faces of Modern Sino-Japanese Relations, 1850-1949. The focus was to
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collaborate on a larger international scale. Chinese scholars from 27 countries
including Taiwan, China, Japan and U.S.A were invited to take part in a discussion on
the re-examination of modern Sino-Japanese relations from the past centuries through
different perspectives, including political, diplomatic, literary, economic, cultural,
academic, media, art and religion. The insights generated during the collaboration
provided a brand new understanding on the complex topic of the Sino-Japanese
relations. This new type of approach to research is not only the current direction of the
project but also his personal focus. He believes strongly in interdisciplinary

collaboration and the new life it brings to historic topics.

About the book:

This book examines the relationship between Sino-Japanese through Chiang
Kai-shek’s lifetime experiences, focusing on the interactions between Chiang
Kai-shek, Japan and the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). The emphasis was placed
on Chiang Kai-shek’s blueprint on rebuilding the nation and strategy in combating the
CCP and Japan after becoming the leader of Kuomintang (KMT).

During the early years of studying abroad in Japan, Chiang Kai-shek was fully
immersed in the Japanese culture and developed a pragmatic approach towards life.
Chiang Kai-shek is well known for his establishment of nation-wide polices against the
CCP and Japan after the Northern Expedition. From then on, to avoid going to war
with both of them at the same time, Chiang Kai-shek relied on “The enemy of my
enemy is my friend” tactic and carefully maneuvered between the CCP and Japan.

His first collaboration with Japan began during the April 12 Incident of 1927.
However, the collaboration then came to a halt after the Tsinan Incident and Mukden
Incident and resisting Japanese aggression became the main concern. Therefore after
the Marco Polo Bridge Incident, Chiang Kai-shek began his collaboration with the
CCP to defend against the Japanese. Yet, after the war ended, in order to continue the
anti-communist strategy against the Soviet Union, Chiang Kai-shek decided to
overlook Japanese’ aggression with the “Returning good for Japanese evil” policy, thus

collaborating with them once more.



