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Dr. Manuel Herrero-Puertas’s research provides in-depth analyses of
visual and literary adaptations of nineteenth-century British and American
literary classics from the perspectives of disability studies, neurodiversity,
and social space. His interdisciplinary approach balances tradition with
originality, showcasing significant research potential and establishing him

as an outstanding young scholar in literary studies.
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Manuel Herrero-Puertas is Associate Professor of Foreign
Languages and Literatures at National Taiwan University. He holds a
PhD in English from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA. A
scholar of American literature and disability studies, he writes on the
intersection of literature, discourses of disability, and political fantasy.

His work has appeared in, among other journals, American Quarterly,
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Studies in American Fiction, the Journal of Literary & Cultural

Disability Studies, Poe Studies: History, Theory, and Interpretation, and
Concentric. He is currently working on two projects. The first one argues
for a non-psychoanalytic engagement with transatlantic gothic fiction,
making a case instead for the genre’s accessible materiality and anti-
ableism. The second project undertakes a cognitive study of the USA
Western frontier (1883-1914) in its historical, historiographical, and
fictional representations as a locus of compulsory distraction and

undisciplined attention that presages today’s attention economy.
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Understood as the identity of those bodies and minds that deviate from
our assumed notions of the normal, disability is a cultural construction and
a lived experience. Ableist ideologies render disability an undesirable
condition. This work of ableism has relied on language, figuration, and
aesthetics—discursive practices that propel actual discriminatory ones:
inaccessible public spaces, lack of employment opportunities, and academic
standards that only value neurotypical intelligences. In my recent publications,

I challenge these fronts of exclusion by locating disabled resistance and
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creativity in popular genres of fiction—gothic, western, and superhero
narratives. I revisit canonical and non-canonical examples of these genres
through the lenses of crip theory, shifting the emphasis from monstrosity,
madness, and idiocy to characters with disabilities who redefine architectural

space, strain storytelling conventions, and de-pathologize neurodiversity.
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My first thank-you goes to my daughter, wife, and parents. Their patience
with my long working hours and impatience with my grumpiness are acts of
love I can only sloppily try to reciprocate. My departmental colleagues at
National Taiwan University keep me engaged and alive in the profession.
Playing music together helps, too. Some of my best ideas continue to take
shape in the classroom, which proves how inspiring my students can be. |
have also enjoyed continuous support from the National Science and
Technology Council and the College of Liberal Arts at NTU. This support has

enabled me to count on extraordinary research assistants.

[ am a son of—now a parent in—the public education system, first in Spain,
then the United States, and now Taiwan. I dedicate this award to everyone

everywhere fighting to keep public education a fundamental human right.
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