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Ling-Wei Kung is Associate Research Fellow at the Institute of
History and Philology, Academia Sinica. He received a Ph.D. in History
and East Asian Studies from Columbia University in 2021, and a B.A. in
History from National Taiwan University in 2012. He has also served as a
visiting scholar at Kyoto University, Kyushu University, and Peking

University. His primary research interests include the history of early
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modern China and Eurasian exchanges, the history of science and
knowledge, and the historical philology of Manchu, Mongolian, and
Tibetan. He has published more than thirty articles in core journals,
including the Bulletin of the Institute of History and Philology, Academia
Sinica and New History. His research adopts a cross-dynastic,
transregional, and multicultural perspective to investigate the circulation
of information and transmission of knowledge among China, Manchuria,
Mongolia, Tibet, Xinjiang, and other regions of Inner Asia during the Yuan,
Ming, and Qing periods. Drawing on multilingual sources in Chinese,
Manchu, Mongolian, Tibetan, Japanese, Russian, and French, and
integrating digital humanities tools such as Geographic Information
Systems (GIS), his work bridges imperial history, the history of
knowledge, and philology. He has been particularly committed to fostering

dialogue between Inner Asian and maritime histories in recent years.
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Dr. Kung’s research focuses on the political and cultural interactions
among China proper, Manchuria, Mongolia, Tibet, and Xinjiang during the
Yuan, Ming, and Qing periods. It examines the fluidity and plurality of the
concept of “China” and traces its historical transformations within the
broader Eurasian geopolitical and intellectual context. Drawing upon
newly discovered multilingual sources in Tibetan, Manchu, Mongolian,
Chinese, French, and Russian, his work integrates philological analysis
with digital humanities methods such as Geographic Information Systems
(GIS) and artificial intelligence (Al) to reconstruct the networks of
knowledge transmission and communication across Inner Asia under the
Qing empire. In addition to in-depth qualitative research, Dr. Kung has
developed digital humanities databases on the histories of Tibet and
Xinjiang, advancing cross-lingual, transregional, and interdisciplinary
studies of Inner Asia. His findings challenge Sinocentric and nationalist
historiographies by reinterpreting the question of “What is China?”
through the lens of global history. His representative works further reveal
that the Qing imperial intelligence system played a pivotal role in the
globalization of geographical knowledge and the integration of Eurasian
information networks from the eighteenth century onward, opening new
theoretical and methodological horizons for dialogue between Chinese and

world history.
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Over the past decade, I have traveled through libraries and archives
around the world, studying historical texts in multiple languages and
conducting fieldwork across the Tibetan Plateau and the Mongolian
steppes—an experience whose hardships and rewards are known only to
myself. Whatever modest achievements I have attained owe much to the
support of many. Since its founding in 1928, the Institute of History and
Philology, guided by pioneers such as Fu Ssu-nien and Chen Yinke, has
established an enduring scholarly tradition whose humanistic spirit has
been the light of my academic path. I am deeply grateful to my parents and
wife for their patience with my solitary devotion to study and distant travels,
and to my father-in-law and friends among Mongol, Tibetan, Turkic, and
Sibe communities, whose generosity and insight have allowed me to feel
the vastness and diversity of the Eurasian continent—further strengthening

my lifelong commitment to the historian’s pursuit of truth.
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