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In 2014, the worldwide wave of occupy movements spread to Taiwan and
Hong Kong. Taiwan’s Sunflower Movement originated from the opposition to a
free-trade agreement with China, whereas Hong Kong’s Umbrella Movement
was at its core a prodemocracy movement that campaigned for genuine suffrage
for the territory’s top leadership. These two internationally well-attended

movements formed a fascinating a pair for comparative studies. Both incidents
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involved large-scale student-led civil disobedience that challenged the
incumbents that were perceived to be overtly subservient to Beijing. In Taiwan
and Hong Kong, opposition parties and social movement organizations played an
auxiliary role, and the leadership was firmly in the hand of students. In spite of
the difference in triggering issues (trade liberalization and suffrage), both
movements shard the similar origins in economic discontent, identity shift, and
relative grievance among young people, which contributed to the emergence of
these two unprecedented protests.

After the conclusion of occupy protests, there are similar outcomes. Both
movements gave rise to further political participation of youth generation. In
Taiwan, there were follow-up campaigns for revising the referendum law,
legislator re-calls, and the lowering of voting age. The so-called “third force”,
particularly the New Power Party, scored a fairly decent result in the following
elections. The peaceful regime change in 2016 took place, largely as one of its
consequence. Hong Kong witnessed the flourishing of many post-Umbrella
organizations as well as new groupings advocating for self-determination and
independence, which incurred further repression from the government. Two
unanticipated protests resulted in a readjustment of Beijing’s strategic planning
toward Hong Kong and Taiwan, and thereby further affecting the regional
geopolitical landscape.

This book attempts to advance the scope of social movement studies by
combining the macro-level analysis (geopolitical analysis of Taiwan-Hong Kong-
China triangle), meso-level (the interaction between social movements and the

governments), and the micro-level (the mobilizing strategy in the occupy
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protest). For this end, | have interviewed 66 Taiwanese participants and 72
Hongkonger ones, and | collected data for the protest event analysis over a nine-
year span.

To capture of the unique features of two occupy movements, |
conceptualized the term “standoff” as a sui generis situation whose trajectory
was shaped by a number of contingent factors. From its onset, Hong Kong’s
movement leadership was severely constrained because of the simultaneous
emergence of three non-contiguous occupy zones. By contrast, the fact Taiwan’s
student leaders inside the legislature were encircled by the policemen, which
incidentally became a protection mechanism that shielded the core leadership
from the insurgency of dissident factions. In Hong Kong, the pre-existence of
strong organizations with the command channels and membership boundary
turned out be a liability that prevented the posterior remaking of a decision-
making core. Taiwan’s pre-occupy weak and rudimentary organizations
facilitated the rise of an effective leading circle that was capable of executing an
orderly exit.

On the other hand, | also used the term “improvisation”, defined as
“strategic responses without prior coordination” to make sense of the unusual
participation pattern. In clear contrast to the traditional “mobilization” initiated
by organizations, improvisation allowed more free play of participants’ own
contribution and decision-making, and thereby making these largely-scale
movements sustainable. Nevertheless, improvisation required the judgement of

seasoned activists, which meant that not everyone was equally capable.
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