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Kuei-chen Lin holds a PhD from the Cotsen Institute of Archaeology at
UCLA. Her dissertation centers on craft production, aiming to reconstruct the
life history of the common people residing on the prehistoric Chengdu Plain,
which has received little attention before. These attentions involve the
investigation of natural resource utilization, as well as the analysis of social
relationships and complexity derived from production and exchange activities.
She values the opportunities to examine the occasional organization of human
labor in different events. She has recently developed an interest in the
urbanization that occurred during prehistoric times and the subsequent
reorganization of communities following their collapse. This is one way that
social complexity can be illustrated. She investigates these interconnected

research inquiries by examining the western Sichuan region during the Neolithic
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and Bronze Age. Furthermore, she endeavors to expand her research interests to
encompass the multifaceted interactions between humans and their
surroundings, including the transportation routes by which humans, new species

and objects, technologies, and ideas have traveled.
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Commencing in the third millennium BCE, the western Sichuan region saw
a significant phase of social development. As regional interactions increased and
human populations grew, the advent of new technologies led to more intense and
elaborate production and ritual activities. The domestication of several kinds of
crops and animal species had a profound impact on the subsistence economies
and dietary habits of humans. My research primarily focuses on analyzing the
interconnections between social groups and unbanization. The study examines
the intricacy of social networks and their ability to restructure after social
breakdown. I utilize interdisciplinary approaches to examine material remains
and their spatial patterns. Through these analytical techniques, it is found that

ritual activities played a role in craft production, intergroup negotiation, and the
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formation of transient boundaries for these groups. Furthermore, it has been
revealed that regions formerly considered peripheral possessed their own
capacity for action and employed deliberate tactics to selectively embrace
elements based on their needs. Our analyses investigate individuals and items,
traversing different regions, within specific social contexts, enabling a deeper
comprehension of previously elusive social organizations and regional
boundaries. My research also provides more details about the life history of both

humans and objects.
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I would like to express my gratitude to my advisors and senior alumni for
guiding me to my current area of research and exemplifying the attitude of
conducting research. I am also indebted to my collaborators in Sichuan, who
have been kind in helping me and sharing materials with me; to my coauthors,
with whom I have engaged in discussions during the writing process. For
providing me with funding, I am grateful to the National Science and Technology
Council and the Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica; I am also
grateful to my assistants and colleagues who have advised and supported me in

every way.

Finally, I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to my family for their

unwavering support and companionship during my period of depression.
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